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KPU Registry ID Number: 1075    Date submitted: 30th Jan 2023  

 
Study Registration for the KPU Study Registry 

 
The registration information for the study is given below. Each section can be expanded 
as needed. 
 
1. The title or name of the experiment (for listing the experiment in the registry). 
Environmental Parapsychology: Systematic Reviews of Neural Correlates of Altered-
Anomalous Experiences in Laboratory Versus Field Settings 
 
2. The name, affiliation, and email address for the lead experimenter(s) for the 
study. 
James Houran, Integrated Knowledge Systems, Inc. (USA), jim_houran@yahoo.com  
 
3. A short description or abstract of the purpose and design of the experiment. 
The interactionist view of ‘sacred/ haunted/ enchanted spaces’ (e.g., Laythe et al., 2018, 
2021, 2022) contends that altered-anomalous experiences happen to “the right people 
in the right settings.” Environmental psychology models may account for key aspects of 
some or all of the percipients’ reports, but it is unclear the extent to which location-
based experiences (e.g., extraordinary architectural experiences, magic rituals, or 
‘haunted houses’) also involve putative psi-functioning. Therefore, we plan two 
systematic reviews of the empirical literature involving: (a) brain studies of sacred 
spaces (including ritual settings), and (b) brain studies of veridical (or 
parapsychological) experiences or cognitions under controlled/ laboratory conditions. 
The psi hypothesis might expect a correspondence in the neural patterns of percipients 
across both contexts, suggesting that the brain activity resulting from immersive 
experiences in sacred spaces can likewise promote, at least conceptually, an 
anomalous process of information transfer.  
 
4. A statement or list of the specific hypothesis or hypotheses being tested, and 
whether each hypothesis is confirmatory or exploratory. (confirm/explore guidance) 

This exploratory study is motivated by a recent fieldwork design that concluded putative 
psi functioning was enhanced when tests were conducted within ‘enchanted’ versus 
‘disenchanted’ settings (Lange et al., 2022). Now we propose to test the general 
hypothesis that the neural pattern(s) elicited by immersion within a 
sacred/haunted/enchanted space closely parallel the neural pattern(s) found in 
laboratory-based studies of parapsychological phenomena.   



2 
 

 
5. The planned number of participants and the number of trials per participant. 
Not applicable. 
6. A statement that the registration is submitted prior to testing the first 
participant or indicating the number of participants tested when the registration 
(or revision to the registration) was submitted. 
This registration is being submitted prior to the review of any literature or other such 
data collection. More specifically, our “data collection” will not proceed until the pre-
registration process is successfully completed. 
 
The following additional information is needed for studies that include 
confirmatory analyses: 
 
7. Specification of all analysis decisions that could affect the confirmatory 
results, including: the specific statistical test for each confirmatory hypothesis, 
whether the test is one-sided or two-sided, the criterion for acceptable evidence, 
any transformations or adjustments to the data, any criteria for excluding or 
deleting data, and any corrections for multiple analyses. Checklists and examples 
for registering classical analyses, permutation and bootstrap analyses, Bayesian 
analyses, and classification analyses are provided in the statistics registration 
document. (This information can be included in section 4 above for simple 
experiments.) 

Not applicable. 
 
8. The power analysis or other justification for the number of participants and 
trials. 
Not applicable. 
 
9. The methods for randomization in the experiment. If a pseudorandom 
generator is used, specify how and when the seed(s) will be obtained. 
Not applicable. 
 
10. A detailed description of the experimental procedure. 
Following some of the basic APA guidelines for systematic reviews (Appelbaum et al., 
2018), we will conduct two systematic reviews: (a) relevant studies using the keywords: 
“brain or neurological or imaging studies of interior design, built environments, 
contemplation, mediation, embodiment, phenomenology, and neuroarchitecture;” and 
(b) relevant studies using the keywords: “brain or neurological or imaging studies of 
extrasensory perception (ESP), psychokinesis (PK), Ganzfeld, psi, reincarnation, 
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remote viewing, mediumship, and channeling.” These lists might be judiciously 
expanded based on the identification of new and germane keywords during the search 
process. The Google Scholar database (https://scholar.google.com) will alone be used, 
as it is generally considered more inclusive than other scientific databases like PubMed 
or Scopus.  
However, this preregistration is specified as “exploratory” and does not have the type of 
advanced protocol envisioned by Appelbaum et al. (2018). We note that a formal 
protocol was not developed for this exploratory review and potential research synthesis 
due to the great uncertainty about what relevant data might be found. Accordingly, we 
will develop and report specific “Amendments to Research Protocols” as appropriate in 
any published reports on the results of the exploratory review. 
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